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Dear Parent/Guardian: 
Today in your child’s classroom, I read the book The Woman Who Outshone the Sun by Alejandro Cruz Martinez. This legend has been passed down verbally from one generation to the next for hundreds of years by the Zapotec Indians in Oaxaca, Mexico. Alejandro Cruz Martinez, the author of the book, was a Zapotec poet and the first person to actually write this legend down on paper.
The woman who outshone the sun, Lucia Zenteno, said “treat everyone with kindness, even those who seem different from you.” We are all unique in our physical appearance. We come in different sizes, shapes, and colors. Some of us are short, others are tall. Some of us are thin, others are a little thicker. Some of us are light skinned, and others dark skinned. Some of us have long hair, others have short hair. Some of us have freckles, and others don’t. When someone looks different, it does not mean they are a bad person. In the contrary, when someone is unique they can have special abilities such as Lucia Zenteno. She was loved by the river and fishes and otters weaved in her hair. She had dancing butterflies and bright flowers on her skirts. The moral of this story is to treat everyone the same way you would like to be treated.
This month’s dicho: “Treat everyone with kindness, even those who seem different from you.”
This month’s classroom activities: There were two activity options for this book. The first activity option consisted of students writing down ideas of things that can be done to treat others with kindness and respect. They wrote these ideas on colorful butterfly or flower shaped paper, which were then glued on a poster of Lucia Zenteno. The second activity option consisted of students creating a kindness pledge. Student’s committed to create a more caring school for all students by signing the pledge with their thumb print.
Ideas to reinforce the message at home:

· Talk to your child about acts of kindness and ways of showing respect to people who appear different than oneself.

· Share with your child about a time when you felt disrespected and how you resolved the problem.

· Ask your child to share the moral of this story with you. 

If you would like more information about our Los Dichos program or are interested in becoming a volunteer reader, please contact me or visit the Project Cornerstone website at www.projectcornerstone.org.  

Sincerely,

____________________________      

____________________________                                                           Los Dichos Volunteer



         Telephone/Email
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