
 
Week 7 — René Has Two Last Names          
By René Colato Lainez 
“Never forget who you are and where you came from.” 

Book synopsis: René does not understand why his teacher does 
not use both his last names. When he adds his full name to his 
name tag, he is teased by his classmates. The focus of this book is 
to learn to respect different cultures and the importance of 
maintaining customs and traditions, as well as to have an inclusive 
mindset. 

Let’s learn about different cultures and how diversity makes us stronger. 

Book Narration: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MP0qjzj6oEE 

You can also view a special video narration of this book!  
Author René Colato Lainez reads this book with Ziem Neubert, Executive Director of 
Project Cornerstone: https://youtu.be/hxOSj1gc19c 

This Week’s Activities 
Monday   
Interview 

• Interview family members (via FaceTime, Zoom, email etc.) to see if there is a 
story to how they got their name or why it was chosen for them. 

• You can ask the following questions: 
o Are you named for a particular person or reason? If so, who or for what 

reason? 
o What does your name mean? 
o Do you like or dislike your name? Explain why. If you don’t like your name, 

tell what you’d like to be called. 
o What is important to you about your cultural heritage? 

Record the interview and share it with the rest of your family or with your friends. 
    
                                                                           
Tuesday 
Poem 
Materials: paper, colored pencils, crayons 

• Write your name vertically on a sheet of paper. 
• For each letter of your name, write a word that you think describes a personal 

characteristic. 
Alternative: You can do this activity with your family using your last name.  

Visit https://www.ymcasv.org/ymca-project-cornerstone 
and click the "Summer Fun" link for more.


YMCA Project Cornerstone Summer Fun — Los Dichos 
An 8-week adventure in reading, games,  

and family fun!
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Wednesday 
Book 
Read or listen to the narration of the complimentary book, Alma and How She Got Her 
Name by Juana Martinez Neal   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lmOQ1IsjydI 

Thursday 
Craft 
Materials: paper, markers, crayons, colored pencils, photos 

• Draw a tree. Draw leaves for the tree and write the name of a family member on 
each leaf. 

• This can be a traditional family tree with each member of the family or you can 
include names of people who care for you or are raising you. 

Friday 
Family Movie Night 

• Watch The Book of Life produced by Guillermo del Toro. A movie that invites us to 
celebrate our past and look forward to the future. 

https://www.youtube.com/results?
sp=mAEB&search_query=el+libro+de+la+vida+pelicula+completa+en+espa%C3%
B1ol+latino 

Visit https://www.ymcasv.org/ymca-project-cornerstone 
and click the "Summer Fun" link for more.
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