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Dear Parent/Guardian,
I’m a parent volunteer for Los Dichos, a program created by YMCA Project Cornerstone to celebrate positive cultural identity. The program integrates stories from Latin American culture but also wants to celebrate every child’s culture. I’ll be reading to your child’s class once a month. I hope you and your child can share what we’ll be reading about.
This month’s book is called My Name is Gabriela by Monica Brown and illustrated by John Parra. This is a biography of Gabriela Mistral, a writer, poet, teacher, and the only Latin American woman to win the Nobel Prize for Literature. The author recounts how Gabriela’s love of sounds, words, and stories led to becoming an author, teacher, and world traveler. This story tells how Gabriela’s writings and teachings encouraged children around the world to learn how to read in order to expand their world.

This month’s Dicho:  “A soft word turns away wrath.”
Ideas to reinforce the message at home:
· Discuss the importance of choosing your words wisely as a key to getting along with others.
· Have a conversation about the Nobel Prize and its importance. 
· Learn more about Chile, Gabriela Mistral’s country of origin.
If you would like more information about our Los Dichos program or are interested in becoming a volunteer reader, please contact me or visit the Project Cornerstone website at www.projectcornerstone.org.  
Sincerely,

___________________________                  ___________________________                                              
        Los Dichos Volunteer
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